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To @apdyyra Ttng lateov xor TOV Gorges of Patsos and Platania
ITA [
aToOVI®Y he region of municipality of Amari is eminently hilly and mountainous

and characterised by the existence of gorges’ stunning beauty in its
borders, with the green-gray colours of their walls to function as
entrances in worlds of wild and stunning beauty.

ate€oxiv NUIOPEIV Kal Opelv) n Tmeploxr] Tou Arjuou Auapiou,
xapaktnpiletal amd tnv Umapén ota épla TNG, EKMANKTIKAC OLOPPLAG
@APAYYIWY, HE Ta YKPI(OTIPAOIVA XPWHATA TWV TOIXWHATWY TOug va

AerToupyoUV Gav €i00501 G KOGHOUC EKTTANKTIKAC GypLaC OHOP@IAC. Gorges of the whole Crete and also of this area, were created in the beginnings

; ARy, 5 ) : of pleistocene, and so, before two milion years ago, Crete got its today form.
Ta @apdyyla ¢ TEPLOXAG OMWE Kat OAOKANPNG TG Kprtng SnutoupynRbnkav oTig

OpXEG TOu TIAEIOTOKAIVOU, TiEpiodo katd tnv omoia mptv SUo ekatoppvpla Xpovia
TiEPITou n Kprjtn amdKTnoe Tn Hop®r TTOU £XEL CHUEPA.

The tremendous tectonic changes that created the island, mainly affected
their creation and then, gorges reached their final form by environmental

; ; e : p : actions and erosions.
>tnv dnuioupyia Toug emédpacav Katd KUPIo AOYO Ol TPOUAKTIKEC TEKTOVIKEC

aA\ay£g TTou dnuiovpyNnoav To vNaoi Kal 0T cuVEXELa Slapop@wOnKav oTnv TENIKNA
TOUC Hop@r| amo TePIBaoVTIKEC dpAoelc Kal SlaBpwaoElc.

o x To épyo «XApavon kai MAnpogopiakd YAiké Anjpov Aupapiouv» eival evtayuévo otov Afova lMpotepalotntag 7 “Aelpopoc Avamtuén Kal
] Mowdtnta Zwng otnv Mepipépela KoNtng” pe K.O.M. 61 «OAokAnpwuéva Zxédia yia tTnv Aotk Kal AypoTiky Avayévvnon» oTo TAaiolo Tou ‘:4 EZ"A
el Tpoypappatog «OAokAnpwuéva Zxédia Avamtuéng MNeploxwv Ymaibpou (OZAMY) Arjpou Apapiou» tou E.M. KptngkatNRowv Atyaiou 2007-2013. == 2007-2013
Euponaicnbvwon 10 £PYO OLYXpNHaTodoTETal amd To Eupwmaiko Tapeio Mepipepetakng Avamtuéng (ETMA). 5 B TN

Eupwnaiké Tapeio
Nepipepeiakns Avantugns

Me tn cuxpnpatrodotnon tng EANadag kat tng Evpwmnaikng Evwong

®



KaAurtovtal €€’ ohokAfjpou amd uSATOTEPATOUE OXNUATIONOUG AoBECTOMBIKWY

TMETPWHATWY, EUVONOCAV ONUAVTIKA TN SNIIOUPYIa Gapayylwy T HE T OEIpA TOUG
oupPalouyv otn SlapdPPWon VOS TOGO TAOUGCIOU GE EVOANAYEC YEWUOPPONOYIKA TOTTOU. 2€
KABe Bripa Tou o emokENTNE Toug Ba aloBavBei Tn mapouacia autol Tou PUGIKOU TTAOUTOU,
mou €101kA TNV Avolén Kat To KaAokaipt TAOUTICEL TNV ATUOCPAPA LIE UTTEPOXA OPWHOTA,
Sedopévou oT1 Ta papdyyla tng Kpritng Bewpouvtal —amé tv Mivwikr apxaidtnta nén- o
TIAPAGEIOOC TWV APWHATIKWVY KAl QOPUOKEUTIKWY GUTWV. MapdAAnAa e TNV MOIKINGTNTA
™S XYAwpidag Toug, movalia gival kat n dypta mavida mou QINOEEVOUV. ZNUAVTIKES KOIVWVIES
omndviwy €WV tou {wikol BactAeiou, OTIWG YUTTAETWY Kal YEPAKIWY OUVAVTIOVTAL OTIC
AMOKPNUVEG TTAQYIEC TOUC,.

l l YEWAOYIKK) SO TWV OPEIVWV OYKWV TNG EUPUTEPNG TIEPLOXNG TOU Apapiou, ol omoiol

H oxéon tTwv avBpwnwv tng KpAtng pe tTa gapdyyla ummpée amoé tnv apxadtnta tepr. Tnv
mAéov YVOLd TG ékppaon BPnKe autn n oxéon otnv Beomoinon TnG idlag TG eUong Kat
0TV 0TEVr 0UVSEON Twv KoNTIKGOV BEMY HIE TIC YOVIMOTIOINTIKEC TOUC SUVAELS. H yvwpldia
E Ta apAyyla TNG TIEPLOXNG TOU Apapiou, amoTehel Tautoxpova éva Tagidt yla T yvwplpia
NG PUON KAl VOGS UEYANOU KOMUATIOU TOU TIOAITIOHOU Kaltl TG LloTopiag Tou Sripou. To guoikd
TOTTO TWV Papayylwv Tou Apapiou eVOAAOGETAL CUVEXKWG OTIG ATTOTOHES KATAPUTEG TTAQYLEG
TOUG, TIC TTANMUUPIOHUEVEC ATTd APWHATA TTOU G KAVOULV VA VIWBOELG e OAEC GOV TIC ALOONOELG
TNV S1dxuTN XaPA TNG UTEPOXNG AUAPIWTIKNG UONG. XTo Ao Apapiou Bpickovtal Svo and
TO ONUAVTIKOTEPA TPOoPdotpa gapdyyla tng Kpritng. Bopelodutika tou Srjpou Bpioketal o
povadikd Gapdyyt Tng Matoou kal ota avatolkd oTic TAayiEC Tou Wnhopeitn Bpioketal To
Gapdyy! Twv MAataviwv mou KATAARYEL 0TO OUWVULO XWPLO.

Dopayyr Ilateov

To @apdyyt tn¢ Matcov 1 tou Ayiou Avtwviou, Eekivael Aiyo Bopeldtepa amd To
OHWVUHO XWwPLo, €xel pnkog mepimou 1.500 pétpa Kat Kataryel Bopela otnv meploxn
Tou @pAypatog Twvy Motapwy. MEOoKeTal yia EMOKEPIUO @aPAyyl PE UTTOSOUN yla TTK-
VIK, TIOPATNENTAPIO TTOUNWV, TN} HUE OUVEXWG TPEXOUMEVO VEPO SimAa O0TO TOTAWL,
evw Eexwpilel péoa ota Bpaxia o omnAawdng vadg tou Ay. Avtwviou. To ImAaio Tou
Kpavaiouv Eppou, mou Bpioketal péoa oto Gapdyyt Tou Ayiou Aviwviou, ATav 0 TOTOG
Aatpeiag Tou Kpavaiov Epury, 6mw¢ mpokUmtel amd tnv avabnuatiky emypaer «Epun
Kpavaiw, Awpo¢ Xtepdvw euxnv». H apxaia Aatpeia Arav adidAemmtn yia 25 aiiveg, =
amod Ta HIVWIKA Xpovia €w¢ To TENOG TNG pwpatokpartiag (2000 mX. — 4° awwvag uX.) =
O1 mpwteg avaokagég oto ImmAaio éyvav 1o 1885 amod Ttov F. Halbherr, oto xwpo mou
Bpioketal ofjpepa To ekkKANOdKt Tou Ay. Aviwviou. Ta guprpata (avBpwmopopea Kat
(wopoppa edwia) Ppiokovtal oto Mouoeio HpakAeiou. To 1894 Bpébnkav Kai ANa
Ta omoia mouAriBnkav otov Evans kat Bpiokovtal oto Mouogio g O&popdng. Ot miéov
TIPOOPATEG AVAOKAPEG TToU éyvav To 1989 amd v KE' Epopia Khaooikwv Apxalothtwv :
£dei&av Ot N Lvwikn Aatpeia eTeleiTo KUpiwG 0TO XWPEO TNG Bpaxookemmg kat Bpébnkav A
00Td {wwv TToU ixav TebEi 0TV MUPd, OTIWE EMioNG Kat ayyeia-eldwALA. ZTIG iS1EC AVAOKAPES,
TENOG, Bpédnke ayahuatidio Tou pubikol Bgol Mdva. Zripepa o XWPog €xel Slapopewdsi M
amod Ty A/von Adowv Ot éva EMOKEPINO XWPO SAOIKAC aVaPUAG OF OLUVSUAOUO HE &8
Stapopewpévn Stadpopn n omoia Slacyilel o GAO TO PAKOG TO PaAPAyy! Kal KATAARYEL OTO
Opdyua Twv Motapwv. Ao @uotkng amoyng 1o apdyyt tng Matool eival Evag PIKPOG
Botavikdg KNAmog pe MAATAVIA, UIKPOOKOTIIKEC GONEVOUIC (Solenopsis Minuta) kat evonuikd
Beppmaoko (Verbascum Arcturus). H 81éheuon tou @apayytou, SIAPKELAE TIEPITTOU MIAG WPEAG,
€ival OXETIKA €UKOAN Kal pmopei va mpaypatomoindei oxedov kad' oAn ) Sidpkela Tou
XpPovou. H meptoxn Tou @apayylou tng Matoou ival eviayuévn oto Siktuo Natura 2000.

Dopayyr ITAataviev

To O®apdyyt MAataviwv PE TOUG EVIUMWOLOKOUG YKPEUOUG, KATAKOPUPOUG Ppdxoug
aoBeotdABou kal Toug oTNAAWSELG OXNUATICHOUG BPIOKETAL 0TA AVATOAIKE TOU OUWVULOU
OIKIGHOV. Y€ Hia armo TiG BPay0oKEME Tou oTmnAaiou Katd Tnv vidmia mapadoon yevvribnke
0 apxaiog Ogd¢ Mavag. 1o eowtepikd TG omNAIAC StakpivovTal Bpaxoypapieg mou iowg va
AVATPEXOUV OTN MIVWIKN TIEPI0S0 Kal UTTOSNAWVOULV OTI 0 XWPOG EiXE AATPEVTIKY ONuasia.
Mia Eexwplotr| eumelpia yia Tov €MOKENTN agol ouvduddel Tnv aypldda Twv KpnTikwv
Bouvwv pe tnv movota YAwpida kat mavida tou vnolov. Mpdkertal yia éva tomio, 15aviko
yla T0 @WAlaopa peydlou aplBpol MOUAIWY, KUPIWS APTTOKTIKWY, OTIWG YUTTEC, YEPAKIQ,
aypLOTIEPIOTEPA KAl KOPAKIA. XTO GAPAYYL CUVAVTIETAL MIa LEYAAN TTOIKINIOL EVONUIKWV KAl
un eutwv NG Kprtng, émwc ot aykapabieg (Phlomis lanata), ol kapmavoUAeg (Campanula
saxatilis), ot mpivol (Quercus coccifera), Ta o@evtapia, (Acer sempervirens) kai Ta TevKa (Pinus
brutia). H Siapopewpévn Sladpopr Tou @apayytou ival pia Stadpopr mou apyikd gival
KaAAG BatétnTtag ald otnv cuvéxela amaitei auénuévn epmelpia, I01KA 0T ONUEID TOU . &
To povoTdTt ival oxedov MNaEgupévo 6To BPAxo. YTApXel VANNAKTIKY SI8POUH yia TV - &

EMOTPOPN), OTA VOTIA TOU GAPAYYLIOU N OTToia TAPAKAUTTEL To SUOKOAO TURUa.H meploxr
Tou @apayylol Twv Mhataviwv eival evtaypévn oto Siktuo Natura 2000, eival (wvn |
npoaoTtaociag TG opviBomavidag (SPA) kabwg kat kataguylo dyplag {wne.

17 , ;
4 ’
Evonwxa ¢puta

Z TNV EVPUTEPN TTEPIOXT) TWV PAPAYYIWV TOU APAPIOU CUVAVTWVYTAL OPIoPEVA aTd Ta OTTAVIA EVONUIKA

@uTtd TG Kpritng. Mepikd amoé autd eival To\O omavia 1) Bpiokovtal o€ kivduvo. Ta meplocotepa and

Ta EVONUIKA QUTA TNG TIEPIOXNG Eival XAopoeuTa, dnAadr @uTtd pllwUéva OE PWYHES TWV ATTOKPNUVWY

Bpaxwdwv ToKWHATWV TWV GapayyIwV Kol € YKPEUOUG, OTTOU 0 avBpWTIVOG TTOPAYOVTAG KAl TA UTOQAYa

(wa &ev pmopolv va Ta emnpedoouy. O MPOCEKTIKOC EPITATNTHS ou Ba Siacyioel Ta duop@a @apdyyla
TNG TEPIOXNG MITOPEL VO OLVAVTIOEL KAl VA TTOPATNPFOEL OPICHEVA OTTO AUTA TA OTIAVIA GUTA.

1. MagovAiteeg (Crepis auriculifolia)

Anavtatal og Enpég Ppaxwdelg MaylEC Kal OXIOUES Bpaxwv o€ UPOUETPO amd 300 £wg 2.200p. MOAVETEG
PUTO, pE pOSaka amd 0SovTwTd i Aiyo KOATWTA GUANG, TPIXWTA i Agia. AvBiCel amd Mdto péxpt lovhio.

2. Aixtapog M fpvtac (Origanum dictamnus)

To MAéov XapakTnNPIOTIKS evONUIKO @UTO TG Kpritng mou avamrtuooetat amod 300 péxpt 1.300 . Avagépetal
and TV apXadTNTA 0aV PAPUOKEUTIKO Kalt O IMmokpdtng To cuvioTd yia Tnv SlEUKOAUVON Tou Toketou. O
APIOTOTENNC LOC TTEPIYPAPEL TTIWG TAL AYPIMIA TWV BouVWV TANYWHEVA OO TA BEAN TWV KUVNYWV aV ETPWYaV
Siktapo urmopovuoav BepameuTtolV ot MANYEG Touc. O OEOPPACTOC AVAPEPETAL OTIC SIAPOPES PAPHAKEUTIKEG
1O10TNTEC TOU PUTOU Kal KAVEL TNV BOTAVIK TIEQLYPAPI) TOU. XPNOIUOTOIETal 0OV a@EPNnUa Katd Twv
OTOHAXIKWV SlATAPAX WY KABWE EMONG KATA TwV KPUOAOYNUATWY KAl 0aV AIHOCTATIKS KAl QVTIONTTTIKO.

3. IInyovwid M| Aypropodapra (Paeonia clusii s.sp clusii)

To ouvavtdpe o€ LPOPETPO péxpt 1600u.. To Gvopa TG TMaPATTEUTEL O évav amd Toug maAlolg Beolc-
ylatpoUg Tov Malwva, Tou omoiou To GVopa avagéPETal o Jia AV MAAKa TN Kvwoou. AuToc ival TTou
yiatpee otov OAupmo Tov Adn kai Tov Apn He KatampaivTiko Baloapo.AvBilel amd Ampihio péxpt lodvio.

4. Toaw Tov Bovvov, N wohotipo (Stderitis syriaca ssp. Syriaca)
Ouetar anmd 800 péxpt 2.000 pétpa. Exel UM xvoudwtd, Aoyxoeldn Kat kitpiva dven. AvBiel amo

lovvio péxpt louNo. Avagépetal amd Tov Alookoupidn Kal ol KPNTIKOi TNV XPNOLUOTToloUcav oAU O
KPUOAOYHLATA KAl TTOONOELC TOU AVATIVEUCTIKOU.

9. Kauwovovda (Campanula tubulosa)

O BAaoTdG TOU £ival SIXOTOUOG, XVOUSWTAG PE PETaia Kal KATWTEPA GUANA TIPOUNKN — WOELSK| LE HaKPU
pioxo. O1 Mofoi Tou kaAuka givat SIMAACIoL TNG WOBRKNG EVW N OTEPAVN OWANVOELSNC, Ta AvOn yoAdlia
- BloAetia. AvBiel Tov Ampilio — Mdio.

6. KvxAawvo (Cyclamen creticum)

Eival To povadiko evénuiko €idog kukAdpvou tng Kprtng. Exet kdvéulo otn pia, kal Ta @UNa givat
HOKPOMIoXA KAl KIooOpop@a. Ta KatdAeuka (omdvia avolxtopodiva) avon tou epgavifovtal to Mdptio-
Ampilio. Amavtdtal o€ OKIEPEG TOTTODEDIEC.

7. Illetpondpovro (Petromarula pinata)

AleTéC QUTO pe BoABS. O BAaoToc Tou eivat Aeiog kat pmopei va @Bdoel ta 80 ekatooTtd. Ta @UANA Tou
€xouv MNKog péxpl 30 exatootd. Exel yahadia avOn pe oTe@Aavn mou gival Xwplopévn oxedov we n
Baon. AvBogopei amo Ampilio péxpt Mato.

8. Konuxo Kepahdavdneo (Cephalanthera cucullata)

To Kpntikd KepaldvOnpo eival éva omdvio evonuiko €idog opxidéag pe piwpa mou cuvavTiETal TNV
nieployn tou Apapiou. Mmopei va to cuvavtrioete ota PIKTd ddon mpivou — o@evédpou, ELKOU Kal
KUTTIAPLOG10U 0TA AvATOAIKA Tou gapayylol Twv MAataviwv. Mpotipd miovola, yovipa aAKaAKa e6Agn
€ 0PKETH Lypaaoia o€ uPopeTpo amod 700 —1500 pétpa. H emoxr mou pmopoUpe va to Bpouje eival apyd
TNV Avolén péxpL Kat apxég Kahokaiplov.

9. Ayproyapupoadro (Dianthus juniperinus)

Eivau évamoAupop@o €idog, e ToMA umogidn. Mikpdg Bapvog pe 6pBia EuASEN OTEAEXN, TTOU PEPOLY IKPOUG
avBopopouc PAacTtouc. Ta @UNa gival ypappoedr] o§ukopua, ToMA padi otoug BAacTolg, avd 3-4 (elyn
otoug avBopdpoue. Exel dvBn wypopodiva 1) podomoppupa, o€ SEopeS e Bpaxu modioko. AvBnon tov Mdio
- TemépPplo.Oueta o Bpaxwdelg metpwdel; Bl o€ uPopETpa amd 200-1.500 pétpa.

10. Mavtlovpavoa (Origanum mirophyllum)

Ouetal oe Bpaxwdn onueia Kupiwg oe vPopeTpo amd 100 uéxpt 1.800 p. Exel @UANa xvoudwtd,
BAacToU¢ AemTOUC KOKKIVWTTOUC Kal oTe@dvn mop@upr). Xpnaotlpormoleital ouvibwe padli pe tnv
MOAOTHPA OE AQEPNHA OAV POPNHA.

are wholly covered by permeable formations of limestone rock, helped a lot in

the creation of gorges that contribute in the formation of a geomorphological
landscape with many alternations. Visitor will sense in every step the presence of this
natural wealth, that enriches the atmosphere with gorgeous smells especially in spring
# and summer, as Cretan gorges are considered to be -since already Minoan period-the
~ paradise of aromatic and medicinal plants. Both rich are the diversity of their flora and the
wild fauna that they host. Moreover, there are important societies of rare species of the
animal kingdom in their steep slopes, such as lammergeier and falcon.

1 T he geological structure of mountainous massifs of the wider Amari area, that

# Therelationship between Cretan people and gorges has been sacred since ancient times.
' Cretans also idolised nature and believed that their gods had fertilizing powers. When
first meeting the gorges of Amari, you come in contact at the same time, with the nature
and with a big part of municipality’s history and civilisation. Natural landscape of Amari’s
gorges constantly alternates in the full of smell steep green slopes, that make you feel
with all your senses the joy of the great Amari nature.

% Amari.The unique Patsos gorge is located in the Northwest Amari while Platania gorge is
¢ located in the east, at Psiloritis slopes, where the homonym village ends.

Patsos gorge

The gorge of Patsos or Agios Antonios starts a little bit norther than the homoynm
& village, is about 1.500 m. long and ends in the north, at Potamon dam lake area. The
gorge offers facilities for picnic, a bird observatory with a spring of running water near
| theriver. A beautiful attraction of the gorge is the cavernous church of Agios Antonios in

¢ the rocky walls, a former temple of Hermes. The Cave of Kranaios Ermis, in the gorge of

Agios Antonios was dedicated to the worship of Hermes, as evidenced by the dedicatory
inscription “Epuri Kpavaiw, Awpog Ztepdvw guxrv” (to Hermes god of springs, | pray by
# placing this wreath as a gift). Ancient worship had been uninterrupted for 25 centuries,
from Minoan period until the end of Roman Empire (2.000 BC-4*" century AD).

B The first excavations in the Cave started in 1885-6 by F. Halbherr, in the place where
8 now lies the church of Agios Antonios. Most of the findings were anthropomorphic
B and zoomorphic figurines, now located at the Museum of Heraklion. In 1894 more
findings were excavated and they were sold to Arthur Evans. Today, they are hosted in

the museum of Oxford.The most recent excavations were made in 1989 by the Greek
| Classical Antiquities Authority. These showed that the Minoan cult was mainly performed
in the roofs. Moreover, animal bones were found that had been put on the fire, as well
; as pottery-figurines. The same excavations revealed a statuette of the mythical god Pan.

Today the Forest Protection Directorate has configured this space of to be more
M accessible and pleasant to visitors .Visitors can enjoy the shade of the old plane trees
- and the rock shelters, as well as the calm river waters passing through the gorge to end

up at the Potamoi dam. It is a good choice for nature lovers and beyond. It is like a small
| botanical garden with giant plane trees, tiny solenopsis or Laurentia(Solenopsis Minuta)
and endemic verbascum or mullein (Verbascum Arcturus).

Crossing the gorge takes about two hours, it is relatively easy and can be performed
almost throughout the year. The area of the gorge of Patsos is integrated in Natura 2000
Network.

Platania gorge

Platania gorge with the impressive cliffs, the vertical limestone rocks and the cavernous
formations is located in the east of the homonym settlement. According to the local
tradition, ancient god Pan was born in one of the rock shelters of the cave. In the cave’s
interior one can see decorations on the walls that may date back to the Minoan period
and imply that this was a place of worship. Platania Gorge offers a unique experience,
as it combines the wildness of the Cretan mountains with the rich flora and fauna of the
island.

Many species of birds nest in the gorge, such as harrier eagles, vultures, wild pigeons

Crete, e.g. jerusalem sage (Phlomis fruticosa), campanula (Campanula tubulosa), kermes
oaks, maples, and pines.

The shaped route of the gorge is at first a good patency route but also, it requires
increased experience, especially in the places where the path is almost carved in the rock.
There is an alternative way to return in the south of the gorge that bypasses the difficult
part.

& The area of the Platania gorge has been incorporated in the Natura 2000 network, it is a
protected area for the bird fauna, as well as a wild life refuge.
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Endemic plants

here are some of the most rare endemic plants of Crete in the wider area of Amari gorges. Some

of them are extremely rare or in the danger of extinction. Most of the endemic plants of the area
are the chasmophytes, that are plants that grow in the crevices of steep rocks of gorges and cliffs,
where humans and herbivores can't affect them. Crossing the gorgeous gorges of the area carefully,
you might meet and observe some of these rare plants.

1. Maroulitses (Crepis auriculifolia)

We can find it in dry, rocky hills and slots in an altitude of 300-2.200 m. It's a perennial plant with roses
of toothed, hairy or smooth leaves. It blooms from May to July.

2. Dictame or in Cretan dialect 'Epwvtag (erontas, “love™)

It is one of the most characteristic endemic plant of Crete that grows from 300 to 1300 m. It has been
used in pharmaceuticals since ancient times and Hippocrates suggested it to facilitate birth.
Moreover, Aristotle describes us that wild goats in Crete, when wounded by arrow, were eating dittany,
which is supposed to have the property of ejecting arrows in the body.

Theophrastus mentions the different medicinal capacities of the plant and makes its botanical
description. It is also used as a brew against stomach upset, cold and as haemostatic and antiseptic.

3. Pigounia or Agriorodaria (Paeonia clusii s.sp clusii)

We can meet it at an up to 1600m. altitude. Its name is referred to one of the oldest god doctors, Paion,
whose name is mentioned in a clay tablet in Knossos. He is the one who cured Hades and Ares with a
soothing balsam in Olympos. It blooms from April to June.

4. Mountain tea or malotira (Sideritis syriaca ssp. Syriaca)

It grows in an altitude of 800-2.00 m. It has fluffy and lanceolate leaves and yellow flowers. It blooms
from June to July. Dioscourides mentions that Cretans used it a lot against cold and respiratory diseases.
9. Campanula (Campanula tubulosa)

Its shoot is median, fuzzy, with medium and basal oblongovate leafs and dichotomous stem. The calyx
lobes are twice the size of the ovary, and it has tubelike corolla of blue-violet color. It blooms in April-
May and grows on rocks and gorges in high and low altitudes.

6. Kyklamino (Cyclamen creticum)

It is the only endemic cyclamen species in Crete. It has tuber at its root, and the leafs are long-petioled,
more or less cordate at base. Its white (and sometimes rosy) flowers bloom in March-April. It grows on
montane and sub-montane zones, in shady locations.

7. Petromarula (Petromarula pinata)

A biennial plant with a rosette of pinnatelylobed or pinnate leafs, up to 30cm. High and hairless stems,
up to 80cm. Flowers blue that bloom from April to May. It grows on rocks and gorges from sealevel to
the montane zone.

8. Cretan cephalanthrera (Cephalanthera cucullata)

Cretan cephalanthrera is an extremely rare endemic species of orchid that grows exclusively in
the Amari area. Typical habitats of Cephalanthera cucullata include mixed forests of oak (Quercus
calliprinos), Cypress (Cupressus horizontalis) and Cretan maple (Acer creticum) in the east of platania
gorge. Itis located in rich, fertile and alkali soils with much much humisity in an altitude from 700-1500
metres. Finally, it blooms in late spring until early summer.

9. Agriogarufalo (Dianthus juniperinus)

It is a species that has many varieties, all endemic in Crete. A woody perennial shrub, closely packed at
the base, with many short non-flowering stems. Flowering stems up to 20cm high with 2-3 flowers. Pale
pink or pink dentate petals 4-8mm and 4-8 epicalyx scales. It grows on rocks in altitudes of 200-1500
meters.

10. Matzourana (Origanum mirophyllum)

It is an endemic plant of Crete and grows on rocky areas, usually in an altitude of 100 to 1800 meters.
It has pubescent or hairy leafs, slender quandrangular reddish stems, and purple corolla. It is boiled in
water and used as hot medicinal drink. In eastern Crete it is also known by the name “Antonaida”
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There are two of the most important accessible Cretan gorges in the Municipality of

and crows. Visitors will also come across a wide variety of indigenous and other plants of



