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D0 TEQLBAAALOY 00 In the shadow of Ida and Kedros
wpooTaTevoueveg wepLoyeg NATURA Natural envrironment and protected

2000 Tov Auov Apapiov areas of NATURA 2000 of the Amari

MEPIOXA TOU APAPIOU OTO GUVOMO TNC GUVBUALEL EMUEPOUC enerally, Amari area combines individual features (nature,
oTOlXEla (PUON, 10TOPiA, TIONTIONS) IKAVOTIOIVTAS TOUC history, culture) and satisfies lovers of alternative tourist
MATPEIC TwV EVOANGKTIKOV TOUPIOTIKWV SpacTnPloTATWY Kal activities and outdoor activities.
Twv 6pactnPloTATWY UTaibpou. We can meet many geological formations in NATURA areas that are
STic meploxéc NATURA mou Bpiokovtal 6To Afjpo Apapiou, GUVAVTOUWE located in the Municipality of Amari, due to the rich relief and the
HEYANO aplBud YEWAOYIKOV oxnuatiopwy, s€aitia¢ tou mAoUGIou formation of the area’s mountains.
avAyAu@ou Kal TN SIapdp@wong TV OPEIVWY OYKWV TNG TTEPLOXIG. Individual expressions of natural wealth of NATURA areas contribute to
Ol EMPEPOUC EKPPATELC TOU QUGIKOU TTAOUTOU Twv Teploxev NATURA the development of some types of soft tourism activities in Amari area.
ouvBéTtouv To MAaioL0 Yéoa 0To omoio avamtuocovTal SIAPOPES LOPPES The impressive slopes of western Ida and Kedros offer excellent climbing
NTTOG TOUPLOTIKAG SpaotnpldTnTag 0TNV TEPLOXH TOu Apapiou. crags while the quite dense network of dirt roads offers great chances
O1 evtunwolakéc opBomiaytéc tne SuTIkAC mAayldc tTne 16n¢ kat tou for exploring the area by mountainbike.

Kédpou, mpoopépouv e€alpeTikd avappixnTIKA media Kal To OXETIKA
MUKVO OIKTUO XWHOTOSpOUWV TIPOCPEPEL HEYANEG €uKalpieg yla
e€epevvnon tng meploxng pe modrihato Bouvoo.

o To épyo «Xhiuavon kat MAnpog@oplaké YAiké Afuouv Aupapiov» cival evtaypévo otov Afova Mpotepaidotnrag 7 “Asipdpog Avamtuén Kat
] Mowdtnta Zwng otnv Mepipépeta KpAtng” pe K.O.M. 61 «ONokAnpwuéva Zxédia yia Tnv AoTIKN Kal AypoTikrp Avayévvnon» oTo TAdiclo Tou :_"f EZ"A
LI mpoypaupatog «ONokAnpwuéva XxéSia Avantuéng Neploxwv Yraibpou (OZATY) Ajuou Auapiou» Tou E.M. KpRtng kat NAowv Atyaiou 2007-2013. 2007-2013

To €pyo ouyxpnuatodoteital and to Evpwmnaiko Taueio Mepipepetakng Avantuéng (ETMA). = [CTTNETT

Eupwnaikn Evwon
Eupwnaiké Tapeio
Nepipepeiakins Avantugns

Me tn cuxpnpatodotnon tng EANGadag kat tn¢ Evpwnaikng ‘Evwong

@



T 0 onUavTIKOTEPO TMONTIOTIKG amdbepa Twv meploxwv NATURA eivat ot
MIKPOi Kal PEYANOL OIKIOUOI TIOU avarTTUCOOVTAL OTNY TIEPIPEPEID TWV
KPNTIKWV Bouvay, otnv TTOAEOSOUIKT 0pydvwaon Kal TV apXITEKTOVIKY Sour
Twv omoiwy, amelkovifovtal Ta SlaxPoVIKATEPA OTOIXEI TOU TIOATIOHOU TNG
Kpritng. Meydhog apiBudg améd Toug opeivoug OIKIOHOUG TNG TIEPIOXIG TOU
Aiuou Apapiou XwpoBeTolvTal O apXaoTaTeG TOMOOETIEC Kal €XOLV ixvn
OAWV TWV IOTOPIKWV PACEWV TNG loTopiag TN Kprtne.

Ta opewva xwpld ™G Kpntng @o&evolv onUAvTIKEG EMPBIWOELG £VOG
molitiopol  pe PBabiég pileg otov xpdévo kat mapdMnia Siabétouv
OUCOWPEUMEVO HEYANO AAOYPAPIKO TTAOUTO OE Hia SUVAUIKY OXEON HE TO
PUOIKO TIEPIBANOV.

> Popeloavatoliky meploxr tou Srjpou Oeomdlel 0 0pPeVOC OYKOG
Tou WnAopeitn pe tnv amdAnér tou mpog tnv meploxr Tou Apkadiou ota
Bopela, To KESpog ota voTia Kat evaIapeoa AAEG LIKPOTEPEG BOUVOKOPPEG,
TIEPIOXEC Ol OTTOIEC EiVAL EVTAYHUEVEG OTO SIKTUO TIPOOTATEUOUEVWV TIEPIOXWV
NATURA 2000.

JuoTddec Sévipwv Kat BAuvol KOANUTTTOUV EYANO UEPOC art’ TIC BouvomAayIég
TNG TIEPLOXIIG, TTOU XapakTnpiletal armo Tig Tmo mPAcive; TG Kprtne.

Ta vepd agBovoly, amdppolad Twv TOAWV BPOoXWV Kal TwV OTEYaVWY
meTpwpaTwy. Mikpoi xeipoppol Eexuvovtat am’ T Bouvoraylég yia va
kataAréouy, Bopela otov Mpaocoidvo ToTapd Omou oruepa Ppioketal To
Opadyua Twv Motapwy r votia atov MNMAaty motapd mou péel axeS6OV OAOKANPO
T0 Xpovo. H a@Bovia twv vepwv Onuioupyei ouvOriKeG MPWTOYEVOUG
TIAPAYWYIKOTNTAG (TTAOUGIO TIPACIVO), GNAVTIKO YA TOUG TTANBUGHOUG TTOMWY
(wwv Twv Bouvwy, Blaitepa S& KATA TOUG XEILEPIVOUG UVEG.

‘ONa Ta peydha apmakTikd mouAid (Opvio 1) Xkdpa, MNumaetdg) mou ewhidouy
OTOUG OPEIVOUG AUTOUG OYKOUG, XPNOIUOTTOIOVV TIG AMOTOHES KAl WNAEG TIAQYIEG
yla opuNTHPLA KAl TPEPOVTAL 0TV KOIAGSa Tou Apapiou.

INUAVTIKY) TTapousia €ival auTr) TOU YUTTAETOU, éva am’ Ta TTPog e€agpavion
onuepa eidn.

M\NBwpa METPWUATWY Kal OXNMATIOUWY Ba CUVAVTACEL O EMOKEMTNG TNG
TIEPIOXNG TOU Apapiou.

OL peydANeg evoANayEG TOU AVAYAUQOU L€ TOUG ATTOTOMOUG YKPEUOUG TTOU
eugaviCovtal otic mayiéc Tou Kévtpoug kal tou Wnhopeitn, aMd kat ot
amopovwpévol Sidomaptol aoeoToMBIkol Oykol €ival QMOTEAECUA TwV
PNYHATWV TTOU TEUAXIOAV T OKANPA TIETPWHATA avAonKWVoVTag Ta Bouvd,
SNHIOUPYWVTAG TIG PEUATIEG.

Ta ommaia, S1ACTIAPTA GTOUG 0PEIVOUG OXNUATIOHOUG gival LIKPA o€ avamtuén
kat duompdotta énwg n Bopetv Tpuma kai n Aéokal.

Ta pépota ™G meploxig akolouBolv Ta Pubiocuata mou Ta pryuaTta
Snuovpynoay, oxnpatiovtag IKpd @apdyyla otnv €£0806 Toug am’ ta Bouva.
XopaKTNEIOoTIKA €ival Ta gapdyyla Twv MAataviwv Kal Tng Matoov, éva amd
Ta opopPoTEPA Papayyla TG Kpntng pe movota BAdotnon Kat vepd 6Ao
To Xpovo. H SiENeuon Tou eival oxeTiKA €UKOAN Kal SIOPKEL TIEPITTOU i WPA.
Mmopei va mpaypatomnoinOei oxebov kab’ 0An Tn SIApKELa Tou £TOUG.

Y Qutd TO HAYEPEVO TOTIO OCUVTEAETAl [ OlwmnAry oupewvia Puong -
AvBpwriou, &1ou To HaKPIVO TAPENBOY, 0 HUBOG Opliyel e TNV 1oToPIa, TO XOEG
Kall TO OfUEPA SEUEVA OPUOVIKA HE TNV NPEEMIA KAl TNV OPOP@IA TOU YUOIKOU
TiePIBANOVTOC.

570 Arjuo Auapiou ouvavtouue SUo eupUTepeG ouades mepioywv NATURA 2000.
Tnv meptoxr Tou époug 16n n YnAopeitng kat v meptoxri Tou Opoug KEGpog —
Oapdyyta lNatooU Kat [pacowv.

1.’0Opog Ton N WnAopeiTng

3TNV €LPUTEPN OPEIVH TIEPIOXN TOu Orpou Apapiou avamTuooeTal n
neploxr) NATURA GR4330009 - Opog Wnhopeitng (VOTIoSUTIKO TUAHA).

H 16n 11 Wnhopeitng pe tnv YnAotepn Kopuery ota 2.456p. (Tiuog
>taupog)xapaktnpiletal amd molkihia Tomiwy, peydAn PlomolkiNotnTa,
TOPOUCia TTOAWVY eVONUIKWV 18wV XAwpidag Kal mavidag, akdua omavia
Kal ameiovpeva €idn. AoBeotdNiBol, Solopiteg kat oxloToABol gival Ta
Kupiapya meTpwpata. Adyw TOU €VIOVA KAPOTIKOTIOINUEVOU TOTTOU, TO
avayhugo mepthapBdavel @apdyyla, TOAYEG, peydlo aplOud SoAvwv Kal
TMOAMEC ekatovtddec omnAata Kat Bapabpa, pe kamota and ta Babitepa
¢ ENGdag va evtomiCovtal oe Sidomapteg B€oelc TG 0pooelpdc. To
ommAaio T@evtovn ota Zwviavd Kal 1o 16aiov Avipov 0to opoméSio TnG
Nidag gival amd ta onuavTikoTtePa eMOoKEPIUA ommAatia TG Kpritng.

Meploootepa amd 100 €idn QUTWV TNG TEPIOXNG Eival EvONUIKA TOU vNoloU.
Mepikd amd autd eival 18laitepa omavia onw¢ 1o Horstrissea dolinicola
(oTevoevdnuiké TG eploxng). Kdmota amd autd émwg ta Duvalius mixanigi
Kal Serradium sbordoni ival 0TtevoevonuIKA Kal amavtwvTal o€ éva ) SUo
pévo éykotha Tou ouvod.

AmoMiBwuata eha@uwv kal okehetol aypiuiwv (Capra aegagrus cretica
e€agpaviopévo améd tov Wnhopeitn mptv apkeTég SeKaeTieS) €xouv Bpebei
oe kamola amd 1a Pdpabpa Tou Pouvol. Ot SoAiveg €xouv 8laitepo
evllagépov: ol Lypég xapaktnpifovtal amd apaij BAAoTNOn €TROIWV
QPUTWV KOWVWV Ot ANEC TEPloXEéC aANd omaviwv otnv Kpntn, evw ol
&npég xapaktnpiCovtat amd mukvry BAAoTNON KA, amod TNV EReAvion Tou
Polygonum idaeum kai touv Gagea fibrosa.

Ta @pUyava kat ot Bdpvol pakkiag Kuplapyxouv éwg Ta 1.600. UPOUETPO.
Yuotddecamnd mpivoug Quercus coccifera umdpxouv SIACTIAPTEG OTOV OPEIVO
oyko. Ta 6don mevkwv (Pinus brutia) ep@avifovtal oTig VOTIEG Kal SUTIKEG
mA\aylég evw ta kumapiootla (Cupressus sempervirens) Kol To GQEVIAMIA
(Acer sempervirens) ival Slaokopmopéva €wg Kat Ta 1.700u. uPSuETPO,
SnNUIoVPYWVTAC OUOTASEG pdVo TTEpIoTAOLaKA. Mavw amd ta 1.700u. n
BAdoTtnon eival amoomacuatiky He XapnAoug Bapvwveg amd aykabwtd
@UTA. MoA\A @uTA Tou xapaktnpiouv AUTOUC TOUG OXNMATIOMOUG gival
evdnuikd tng Kptng (Asperula idaea, Centaurea idaea, k.A.).

Ta umélotma TpARpaTa TNG TEPIOXAG KAAUTITOVTAL amd KPNTIKA @puyava
pe Kupiapxa ta Berberis crettica euphorbia acanthtamnos kau Astragalus
angustifolium, Ta ommoia QTAVOUV £wG TO UYOUETPO Twv 1.500-1.600p.

310 VOTIOSUTIKO TURpa Tou Wnhopeitn mou xapaktnpiletal amd évioveg
KAOEIG e armoTopEG opBomAayIEC KAl TTEUKOSAON EXEL EVTOTIIODE] 0 KPNTIKOG
Aypléyatog. Y& TTOAEG TIEPIMTWOELG Ol ATTOTOUES YEWAOYIKEG AVUWOELG
€xouv Snuoupynoel peydho aplBuod, eapayylwv mou BewpolvTal HeyaAng
onuaciag yia Tnv mapouscia avamapayopevwy al\d Kal JETAVAOTEUTIKWY
QPTAKTIKWY, OTIWG €ival To @apdyyt Twv MNMAataviwv. XnPavTiKoTepa &idn
TNG TIEPLOXNG O YUTTAETAG, TO OPVIO, O XPUCAETOG KAl N KOKKIVOKAAIAKOUSa.

2.’0pog Kédpog — Popdyyro Ilateod xow Ilpacewv

270 VOTIO TUNA KABWGE Kat 0To BOpelo AoPWES Kal OPEIVO CUYKPOTNA TOU
Aruou Apapiou Bpiokovtal tprjpata amd 4 meploxég NATURA.

GR4330002 -'Opog Kédpog

GR4330004 - Mpacoavo gapayy! - Marcdg - Zpaképuako pépa - Mapalia
P£Bupvou kai ekBoln Mepomotapov, Akp. Atavog KaBog - MepiBoiia
GR4330006 - Zop0d¢ - AykaOi — Kédpog

GR4330008 - lMpacaoiavo papayyt

H gupUtepn meplox amoteleital Kupiwg amo Tov opevo dyko Tou KéSpou,
(kopuen 1776 p), TNV eupuTEPN TEPLOXN TOL NaTtool Kat Tou PPAyHaToq
Motapwv kaBwg kat Tou Mpacciavou eapayylov.

To yewloylkd UTTOOTPWHA TWV OPEIVWV TTEPIOXWV TOu Opoug KéSpog
amoteleital Kupiwg amd aofeotohdBo kat n BAdotnon tou Pouvol
Xapaktnpietal amod xapunAoug Epolc Bduvoug Kat @puyava, pe ENeYN
oe 6évtpa. Mikpd @apdyyla Kat Bpaxwoelg Xapadpeg eival XapaKTnPLOTIKA
TOU TOTT{OU KAl TTPOOPEPOLV I6AVIKEG CUVONKEG YIa TO WALIACUA HEYAAWY
QPTAKTIKWV TITNVWV. MeydAa apmmakTika mTnva onwg givat Gyps fulvus
kai Hieraaetus fasciatus ewhia{ouv oto 6po¢ KESpog, 6mmou umdpxouv Kal
evOei€elg yla Tnv mapouaia Tou ondviou Gypaetus barbatus (KOKKaAdG).
Ta Dianthus pulviniformis kat Cerastium brachypetalum ssp. doerfleri, givat
800 omdvia €i6n PUTWV Kal EVONUIKA TNG TTEPLOXNG.

H meploxn Tou @pdypatog twv Motapwv mep\apBdavel To @apdyyt Twv
Mpacowv (Mpacoaved) kat Tou Matoou Kat mepIBANETAL amd AOQOoUG Kal
XapnAd Bouvd. Ot kaBeteg opBomAaylég Twv SU0 papayylwv eAo&evolv
éva peydalo apiBud amd @utd, Kupiwg Xaouo®uTa, Omwe 0 SIKTaog Kal
€ival onuavTIkh TomoBecia yia TNV avamapaywyr Twv opTTaKTIKWY OTwE
ol yunieg (Gyps fulvus), ol omoiol Slatnpouv pla eudplOun amolkia otV
nieploxn. To @apdyyttwv Mpacowv Katn yupw TTEPLOX £XOULV AVAYVWPIOTEI
WG évag mMOAU Kahog Plotomog Kat yla ta gpmetd. H opviBomavida tng
TEPLOXNG Elval EMTONG ONUAVTIKN Yla TTOMA JETAVAOTEUTIKA €(6n, €181KA
yla Ta Xapadpltopop@a, Toug pwdiolg Kat HEPLIKA oTpouBidpop@a.

XAQPIAA

’ Aa oxedov 1a €idn amd 1a 1.624 autdxBova autopun €idn TG Kpritng,

ouVaVTWVTAL OTNV gupUTEPN TiEPIoX Tou Ajpou Apapiou Omwg X
o Aiktapog, 10 Ymépiko rj Ayoudoupag, n Malotrpa, n Bodoylwooa, n
Kapmavoula, To KukAApIvo, To KpnTIKO KeaAdvonpo KA.

Ta evénuika @UTA €ival avouUoIOHOoP®A KATAVEUNUEVA KAl WG €T TO
TMAEIOTOV amavTwvTal o€ Gapdyyla Kal amopOVWHEVEG TIEPIOXEG. MepIKA
amé autd ivat moAv omdvia ) Bpiokovtal o€ Kivouvo Omwg yia mapddeiypa
Ta Horstrissea dolinicola, yew@uto, kot to Astragalus idaeus.

Ta meplocdTepa amod Ta evONUIKA GUTA gival Xaouoeuta, dniadry eutd
pllwuéva o PpWYHEC Bpdxwv Kal O€ YKPEUOUG, OTIOU O avOpwrvog
TTAPAYOVTAG Kal Ta Qutogdya (wa Sev Pmopouv va ta emnpedoouy. Ta
Origanum dictamnus, Petromarula pinnata, Staehelina petiolata, Eryngium
ternatum, Hypericum jovis, €ival HEPIKA AT TA EVONUIKA XAOUOPUTA TTOU
gival eupéwg Sladedopéva atov Pnlopeitn.

ITANTAA

Hnsploxr'] AOYW TNE YEWYPAPIKIAG TNG BE0NG KAl TNG TTOAQUOYEWYPAPIKAG KAl
NG YEWAOYIKIAG TNG LOTOPIAG, OUYKEVTPWVEL TTavida TTou amoTteeital amd
OTOIKEl PE ETEPOKANTN (WOYEWYPAPIKY| TIPOENEUON, ONUAVTIKY TTaviba TG0
ané TIOIOTIKY), 000 Kal Ao TOCOTIKH drmoyn. Evénuikd, omavia kat blaitepa
TavISIKA oTolxela, ppavifovTal pe éva povadiko cuvSuaouo.

Movadikd OIKOOUCTHUATA OTNV TIEPIOXN) Eival Ta @OPAyYlD, OTa oroia
Snuiovpyeital éva omoudaio KataguUylo Yo apKeTd €idn (Wwv mou To
XPNolgomololy w¢ Xwpo PwAdopatog, TpogoAnyiag kat exkovpaone. Ot
Siaomaptol omAAIWSELS OXNMATIOUOL amoTeAoUV emiong e§AIPETIKA euaioOnTa
0lKooUOTNUATA TTOU PINOEEVOUV €KTOC amd Ta aoTToVOUAA Kall TTOMEG OpASEG
0OmOVOUAS{WWV PE ONUAVTIKOTEPN AUTHV TV XEIPOTTTEPWV (VUXTEPIOWV).

OPNIOGOITANIAA

Z UVOANKA TO Apdpl mapouctdlel aflohoyo opviBoloylkd evolagépoy,
e€amiog Twv onUAVTIKWY TTANBUOUWY Kal TNG TTOIKINOG TWV TTTNVWV
KUPIWG TWV QAPTIOKTIKWY TIOU QVOTTapAyovTal othv TiEpLoXn. Ta €idn mou
AMAVTWVTAL TAEIVOOUVTAL YEVIKA O€ TPEIG OIKONOYIKEG OUASEG: TO APTTAKTIKA,
Ta oTPOUBIOOPYPA (EKTIPOCWTTOUV TNV TTOAUTIANBECTEPN OUAdA EIOWV) Kal TA
unélolra pn otpoubidpop@a &idn.

O1 amokpnuveg SUTIKEG TAAYIEG Tou WnAopeitn gival oNUAVTIKY TTEPLOXT YA
Ta OPTOKTIKA KaBw¢ avamapdyovtat o fumaetog (Gypaetus barbatus), To
opvio (Gyps fulvus), o Xpuoaetog (Aquila chrysaetos), o Zmlaetdg (Hieraaetus
fasciatus) kat o Metpitng (Falco peregrinus). Emiong oto ouvoho oxedov tng
neploxnig avamapdyetal n Nnowtikn Mépdika (Alectoris chukar), evw oTIG
AMOKPNMVES OPEIVEG TIAAYIEG TOU Wnhopeitn kal Tou Kévtpoug cuvavTiétal Kat
n KokkivokaAiakouda (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax). To kalokaipt eugaviCetal o
Maupornetpitng (Falco eleonora), kaBwg kot o ZmoEeToC (Hieraaetus fasciatus).

he most important cultural reserve of NATURA areas are the small and

big settlements that are being developed around the Cretan mountains.
We should mention that the most diachronic features of Cretan civilisation
are depicted in their urban planning and architecture. A large number of
mountainous settlements of the Municipality of Amari area are situated in
very ancient locations and have traces of Crete’s every historical phase.

Mountainous Cretan villages host important traces of a civilization with
deep roots in time while they possess an accumulated, big folk wealth in a
dynamic relationship with the natural environment.

Mountainous Psiloritis dominates in the northeast area of the Municipality,
having its ending in the north, towards Arkadi area, Kedros in its south and
some other shorter mountaintops in between, areas that are included in the
Natura’s 2000 protected areas network . Tree growths and bushes cover a big
part of area’s mountainsides, that are considered to be one of the greenest
of Crete. There is plenty of water in this place, as a result of many rains and
impermeable rocks. Small torrents pour out of the mountainsides in order
to end either north, in Prassianos river where Potamon Dam lake is located
today or in the south, in Platis Potamos that flows almost the whole year.

The abundance of water creates conditions of primary productivity (much
greenery), which is essential for the populations of mountain animals,
especially during the winter. All the big birds of pray that nest in those
mountain massifs, use the steep and high slopes as a base and eat in Amari
valley.

Important presence is the one of a bird of prey also known as the
lammergeier, thatis an endagered species today. Every visitor of Amari area
will meet a lot of rocks and formations.

The big alternations of relief with the steep cliffs that appear in Kedros and
Psiloritis but also the isolated and spared limestone massifs are a result of
the faults that cut the harsh rocks by raising mountains, and so, they created
ravines.

The caves, spared in mountain formations, are difficult to access and not
that developed.

Area’s ravines follow the draughts that faults created, forming little gorges
in their exit from mountains. Characteristic are the Platania and Patsos
gorges, and we should mention that the Patsos one is one of the most
beautiful Cretan gorges with lush vegetation and water the whole year. Its
walkway is quite easy, lasts about an hour and can take place every time of
the year. In this enchanted place there is a quiet agreement between Nature
and Man, where the distant past, the legend is mixed with history and the
yesterday and today are tied in armony with the calm and the beauty of
natural environment.

In Municipality of Amari we meet two wider groups of NATURA 2000 areas;
the area of mountain Ida or Psiloritis and the area of mountain Kedros
-Patsos and Prases gorges.

1.Mountain Ida or Psiloritis

The area NATURA GR4330009-mount Psiloritis (southwest part) is being
developed in the wider mountainous area of Municipality of Amari.

Ida or Psiloritis with its highest peak on 2.456 m. (Timios Stavros), is
characterised by landscape variety, high biodiversity, existence of many
endemic species of fauna and flora, and by even rare and endangered
species. The dominant rocks are limestone, dolomite and schist. Due to
its highly karstified landscape, the relief includes gorges, ployes, a huge
number of dolines and some hundreds of caves and chasms, with some of
the deepest of Greece to be located in spare places of the mountain range.
Cave Sfentoni in Zoniana and Ideon Andron in Nida plateau are one of the
most important visited Cretan caves.

More than 100 species of area’s plants are endemic of the island. Some of
them are extremely rare such as Horstrissea dolinicola (stenoendemic of the
area). Also, some of them such Duvalius mixanigi and Serradium sbordoni, are
stenoendemic and can be found just in one or two cavities of the mountain.

Deer fossils and skeletons of wild animals (Capra aegagrus cretica-went
extinct from Psiloritis some decades ago) have been found in some chasms
of the mountain. Dolines are very interesting; the liquid one is characterised
by sperse vegetation of annual plants that are common to other regions
but they are rare in Crete, where as the dry one is characterised by dense
vegetation and by the appearance of Polygonum Idaesum and of Gagea
fibrosa.

Phrygana and macchia shrubs dominate up to 1.600 m. altitute. There
are spare clushes of hollies Quercus coccifera in the mountain. Pine trees
forests (Pinus brutia) appear in south and west areas while both cypresses
(Cupressus sempervirens) and maple trees (Acer sempervirens) are spare up
to 1.400 m. altitude, creating clushes just occasionally. Over 1.700 m. the
vegetation is partial with low bushes of spiky plants. The plants of those
formations are endemic of Crete (Asperula idaea, Centaurea idaea, etc.).

The remaining parts of the area are covered by Cretan phrygana and
mainly by the Berberis crettica euphorbia acanthtamnos and Astragalus
angustifolium, that reach up to the altitude of 1.500-1.600 m.

Creatan Wildcat has been found n the southwestern part of Psiloritis that is
characterised by steep grades with steep slopes and pinewoods. In many
cases, steep geological uplifts have created numerous gorges that are
considered very important due to the presence of breeding and emigrant
birds of pray, like the Platania gorge. The most important species of the
region are the lammergeier, the vulture, the golden eagle and the red-billed
chough.

2. Mountain Kedros- Gorges of Patsos and Prasses

Parts of 4 NATURA regions are located in the southern and the northern,
hilly and mountainous complex of Municipality of Amari.

GR4330002 - Mountain Kedros

GR4330004 - Prasses Gorge-Patsos-Sfakoryako stream-Rethymno
beach- Geropotamos estuary-Akr.Lianos Kavos- Perivolia

GR4330006 - Soros-Agathi-Kedros
GR4330008 - Prassiano gorge

The wider area consists mainly of the mountain of Kedros (peak 1.776 m.),
the wider area of Patsos, the Potamon Dam lake and also Prassiano gorge.

The geological substratum of the mountainous areas of Kedros consists
mainly of limenstone where as mountain’s vegetation is characterised by
low, arid shrubs and phrygana, with a lack of trees. Small gorges and rocky
canyons are characteristic of the landscape and create ideal conditions for
the nesting of big birds of pray such as Gyps fulvus and Hieraaetus fasciatus
that nest in mountain Kedros, where there are traces for the existence of
the rare Gypaetus barbatus. Also, Dianthus pulviniformis and Cerastium
brachypetalum ssp. Doerfleri are two rare plant species and endemic of the
region.

The area of Potamon Dam lake includes the gorge of Prasses (Prassiano) and
Patsos and it is surrounded by hills and low mounains. The vertical slopes of
the two gorges host a large number of plants, mainly chasmophytes, such
as dittany. Moreover, it is also an important location for the reproduction
of birds of pray such as lammergeiers (Gyps fulvus) which maintain a small
colony in the area. The gorge of Prasses and the surrounding area have
been recognized as a very good biotope for the reptiles, too. The avifauna
of the region is also important for many migratory species, especially to
charadriiformes, herons and passerines.

FLORA

e can find almost every species of the 1.624 self-seeded ones of

Crete in the wider area of the Municipality of Amari. Endemic plants
are unevenly distributed and are usually located in gorges and isolated
regions. Some of them are very rare or are in danger such as Horstrissea
dolinicola, geophyte, and the Astragalus idaeus. Most endemic plants are
chasmophytes, that are plants that grow in the crevices of rocks and cliffs
where humans and herbivores can't affect them. The Origanum dictamnus,
Petromarula pinnata, staehelina petiolata, Eryngium ternatum, Hypericum
jovis, are some of the endemic chasmophytes that are widely known in
Psiloritis.

FAUNA

he region, due to its geographic, paleogeographic and geologic history,

includes a fauna that consists of elements with motley zoogeographical
origin and it ‘s both qualitatively and quantitatively important. Endemic,
rare and special zoological elements appear with a unique combination.

Unique ecosystems of the region are gorges, where an important shelter
for many animal species is created and used as a location of nesting,
feeding and resting. Scattered cavernous formations are also higly sensitive
ecosystems that host, besides invertebrate, and many groups of vertebrates
whose important is the one of chiropterans (bats).

AVIFAUNA

Generally, Amari is ornithologically
interesting due to the important
populations and the varieties of birds,
mainly of the predatories that reproduce in
the area. The species of the area are classified
in three ecology groups; predatories, passerines
(the most populated group of species) and the
rest non-passerine species.

West hills of Psiloritis are very ™% } ~
important for the predatories as

the lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus, the
vulture Gyps fulvus, the golden eagle Aquila
chrysaetos, the Bonelli's eagle Hieraaetus
fasciatus, the peregrine Falco peregrinus, the
chukar patridge Alectoris chukar and the red-
billed chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax reproduce.
Finally, Eleonora’s falcon Falco eleonora and Bonelli's
eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus appear in the summer.
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