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Orthodox tradition in Amari

meploxy Apapiou SlaBétel pla pakpaiwvn Bpnokeutiky mapddoon.
Eyypaga mou avagépovtal otnv Emokom tng XuPpitou, paptupolv Tnv
Umapén Emokdénwv Aén and tnv Malaloxplotiavikn mepiodo otnv apxaia moAn
NG ZuPBpitou mou BPIOKOTAV OTNV TIEPLOXH TOU CNHUEPIVOU OIKIOHOU ©pAVOG. ZNUAVTIKES
QVAQOPEC VIO TNV ETMOKOTT UTTIAPXOUV 0TO £yypapo «XUVOSIKO TG ZuBpitoun. H mepiodog
¢ Apafokpatiag dnuiovpynoe onuavtikd mpoPAfuata otiG OpnoKeUTIKEG eAeUBEpPiES

TWV KPNTIKWV. *

Katd tnv mepiodo tng Evetokpartiag 16pvovtal moANd povaothpla otnv Kpitn mou tnyv
nepiodo NG Kpntikg Avayévvnong unipéav Kévipa ypappdtwy Kat texvwyv. Apydtepa
Katd tn SuokoAn mepiodo NG TOUPKOKPATIAE TA TIEPIOCOTEPA OO TA HOVACTHPLA
amoTéAeoav kévtpa eAeuBepiac kal éytvav ol Bspato@Ulakeg NG opbodoiac kal Tou
€M\nVIKoU TOAITIOOU. '

mari area possess a long religious tradition.

The Diocese of Syvritos, as confirmed by documents, had Bishops as early as

the Early Christian Period, at the site of the ancient city, present-day Amari
Throne [Thronos Amariou], Reference to the diocese is also made in the document
entitled ‘Synodiko Syvritou' The period of Arab rule was harmful for these specific
dioceses, as it creted important problems to religious freedom of Cretan people.

However, during Venetian rule many monasteries were established in Crete, that
during Cretan Renaissance, used to be culture and arts center. When the Ottomans
occupied theisland, that was a difficult period for Cretans, the majority of monasteries
became liberty centers and also the depositaries of Orthodoxy and Greek civilisation.

To épyo «XRuavon kai MAnpogoptako YAiké Afjuov Auapiov» tival evtaypévo otov Afova lMpotepatdtntag 7 “Asipdpoc Avantuén Kalt

Eupwnaikh Evwon
Eupwnaiké Tapeio
Nepipepeiakns Avantgns

Me tn cuxpnpatrodotnon tng EANadag kat tng Evpwmnaikng Evwong

®

Mowdétnta Zwng otnv Meplpépela KoNntng” pe K.O.MN. 61 «OAokAnpwuéva Zxédia yia tTnv Aotk Kat AypoTiky Avayévvnon» oTo TAaiolo Tou y EZ"A
npoypdupatog «OAokAnpwpuéva xéSia Avantuénc Meploxwv YraiBpou (OXAMY) Afpou Apapiou» Tou E.MN. KpRtng kai Nowv Atyaiou 2007-2013.
To épyo ouyxpnuatodoteital amd 1o Eupwmnaiko Tapeio Mepipepetakng Avantuéng (ETMA).

2007-2013
= | T




QPXITEKTOVIKY, N Slakoopnon Kat n {wypa@IKr), TwV EKKANCIWV KAl TWV LOVOOTNPIWY, AVTAVOKAOUV
Hrlq 1SlattepdTNTEG TNG KABE TEPLOXG Kal TG KABe meptodou. Etal kal atnv meploxr) Tou Apapiou

€KTOG QIO TA OVACTNPLA, GUVAVTOUE Kalt TAB0G amd vaoug, e EAIPETIKO TOIXOYPAPIKO SIAKOGHO,
€kppaon TnG eEENENC kat Twv Taoewv TG BulavTivic kpnTikng (wypagikng. H a&ia toug Sev oxetiletat povo
JE TO UEYANO aPIBPO TOUG CUYKPITIKA e AANEG TIEPLOKES, AN KUPIWG E TV APXITEKTOVIKH, TO SIGKOGUO Kal
TNV KAOANITEXVIKT] TOUG EKPPAON.

O m\oUTOC Kal To UYNAO mtimedo TEXVNG EMNPEACHEVO amod Tn BulavTivr epiodo LIE TOTKES APXITEKTOVIKEG,
QMOTUTTWVETAL OE TTOANEC TTOPACTACELG VAWV LIE TIC AYIOYPAPIEG KAl Ta TIEPITEXVA EUAOYAUTTTA TEUTAQ TOUG,
KATA TPOTIO EVIUTIWOLAKS TIOU LapTUPOLV Tiépa amd Tnv 1oTopIKN Sladpour Kal tn YeYAAn euoéBela Twv
KATOIKWV.

MoAAég amo TiG eKKANGieG auTég XapaktnpifovTal Kupiwg amd Ty Umapén ONUAVTIKWY TOXOYPAPIWV TNG
Kpntikng ZxoAng tng Ayloypa®iog, onpavTiko €i6og BpnoKEUTIKNG EIKovoypa®iag mou avamtuxOnke tnv
niepiodo TG BeveTokpatiag oTo vnoi.

1. Movi} Acoudtev

Méoa otnv katampdotvn kothada tou Apapiou Bpioketat n Movi) Twv ACwHATWY N omoia €ivat aplepwEévn
01N 20vaén twv Ayyélwv. Ktiotnke kata t B’ Bulavtiviy mepiodo kal gival gpouplakol TUToU. XTa TEAN
Tou 18% awwva amotélece tn Bdon tou emokémou AGUMNG. ApXIKA To KABOAIKO TnG NTaV HOVOXWPOG
KOUOPOOKEMOOTOG VAOG TIOU OWG, Héoa oTov 20° al., YETATPATNKE OTOV TUTO eAEUBEPOU OTAUPOU UE
TPoUMo. To apXIKO KTiplo ATaV XTIOUEVO 0Tn Béon MpoyevéoTePoL vaol Tou 14 al., TIoU Kal QUTOC E TN
o€lpd Tou XTioTnKe 0T B£0N vaou tou 10% at.

H Ttotyomotia Tou vaou givat amé Aa&eutoug AiBoug kat mAivBoug kat evtdg Tou aiel va Sl KAVe(g TIG EIKOVEG
™G Ayiag Tptadag (1619) kai twv Ta&lapxwv, £pya Tou nyoupevou Mavaaoor). Ta uTdAoma KTiGATA TG MOVH(G,
Xpovoloyouvtat otov 17° al. Katd t Sidpkela Tng ToupKOKPATiag n oVl KATOOTPAPNKE APKETEC POPEG.
Méoa otov 20° al. AertoUpynoe w¢ fewpyikr XxoAr pe amotéAecpa va aANolwBel o apyikdg XapaKTipag
KATOIWV KTIOUATWY, 0TA OTTo{a TPOO@ATA YivOVTal EpYACIEG AVOKAIVIONG.

2. Mov KaAoedarvog

H kateotpaupévn onuepa Movry Kahoeidevag Bpioketal 0to Avw Mépog, o€ éva KOTAmpAoIvo TOTTO e
TAOTAVIA KAl TINYEG, Ue umépoxn Béa atov Qouppoupd. H povr) §pubnke mbavétata katd tov 13° 1) 14° at.
YUVEXI0E Va AelToupyei Katd Tnv ToupkokpaTia aAAA KATOOTPAPNKE PETA TNV EMavAoTaon Tou 1821. Mpwv
Aiya xpdvia yive n avactiAwaon Tou vaol aTov omoio SlatneouvTal ixvn amd Thv apxIKr EIKOVoypd®Ion Tou.

3. IlpeTtoBvlavtivi Baculxn Bilapiov

‘Eva XINOUETPO avaTOMKA amd To Xwplo Bildpt Apapiou, 0To Xwpo 6mou dkpace aglohoyn mOAN Katd
Ta TeNevtaia Pwpaikd xpovia, avaokdenke omoudaia mpwtofulavtivyy BaotAiki tou 3 p.X. aiwva.H
Baothikn givar Tpik\iTn pe vapOnka, kat Ta mAdyta tng KAt kataArjyouv og apideg. To 1epd TG xwplldtav
ano To PECaio KAITOG PE XAUNAO XWPIoHA HE HIKPOUG Kioveg. MoANd amd Ta apyITEKTOVIKA TNG LEAN ATav
TIOAQUOTEPA TUAUATA TIPOXPLOTIAVIKOU vaoU.H Baathikry Tou Bilapiou rftav omoudaio kévipo Aatpeiag katd
TOUG TIPWTOUG XPIOTIAVIKOUG ALWVEG KAl ATTOTENECE €6pa TG EMOKOTTG Zufpitou. H mapdadoon avagépel mwg
nrav aglepwpévn otnv Mavayia kat Toug Ayloug BAdoto kat ©e66wpo. Kataotpd@nke Katd Tig apxé Tou 9°
al. amé Toug Zapaknvoug.

4. Ayrog Avtoviog (I1oteoc)

0 vaoc BpiokeTal XTIOUEVOG péoa o€ BPAxo, EVTOE Tou Katampdoivou gapayylol Tou Ayiou Avtwviou. Eival
TIOAU €UKOAN N TTPAORACN O AUTOV KABWC UTTAPXEL KOAA SIAUOPPWEVO LOVOTIATI TIOU amaITel oUVTOUN
neComopia. O oAU 181aiTEPOC AUTOC VOGS PEPEL TTABOC OO POPNTEC EIKOVEC KAl KUPIWG o TApOTA KABE
gidouc.

9. Naog ®e0oToxov (atedc)

0 vadc¢ gival aglepwpévog otn Mévvnon tng Osotokou. Av Kal orjuepa gival epemwévog, Stacwlovtal ol
Totyomolieg Tou. O vadg xtiotnke o€ dU0 PATELG: H mpwTn xpovoloyeitat otov 11° 1) 12° al. Kalt 1 EKTETAREVN
QVOKOTOOKEUN TOU 0ToV 14° al. Eiyxe TOANEC TOLXOYPOPIEG TOU 14° al., APKETEC ATTO TIG OTIOIEC EXOUV HETAPEPDEI
oto Mouaeio tng Ayiag Aikatepivng oto HpdkAelo, L evdla@épouaa TEXVOTPOTIO TTOU TIAPATIEUTIEL OTNV
Makedovikr oXoAn).

6. Nadg Ayiag Toradag & Ayiov Iedvvy tov Oeoddyov
([Tovtavacceo)

AIKAITOG VadG TTou, SUUPWVA UE TNV EYXAPOKTN EMypa®r), olkodounOnke to 1645 amd tov lepwpévo MavwAn
BAaoTo. I8iaitepeg ivat ol mopTeg yotOikol pubpol aAAd Kat 0 BOAWTOE TAPOE TTOU CUPPWVA PE Tov Gerola
£QPEPE EMYPAPN UE TO £TOC 1594,

7. Nadg XeT00Gg XL16TOU (Béw)

310 Bépelo TPAUA TNG KotAddag Tou Auapiou, deomolel To Bévy, éva @uUOIKO oxupd UYwHA OTO OToI0
BpiokeTal n epemwEvn OrUEPA EKKANGIA TOL XWT P0G XploTou.

8. Bacthxi] XvBpitov (Bdvog)

Ta gpeima auTrig Tng MaAAOXPIOTIAVIKAG BactAikhg avakali@Bnkav to 1983. Mpdkettal yia évav TpikAiTo
EuNGOTEYO, pE VAPONKa, vao Tou xwpiletat og Tpia Turjpata. To voTio KAITOG ival Tou 6% al. KAl TO avaToNKO
Tou 14 a. Emiong 0To eowtePIKd Tou vaoL dtaowlovTal TUAaTa amd Ynedwtd ddmeda.

9. Koipnon g ®eotoxov (0pdvoc)

MovoxwpOog KEPAUOOKEMTAOTOG VAOG TOU 14°° alwva, XTIOUEVOG 0TA EPEITTIA TIPOYEVESTEPOU MNTPOTOAITIKOU
vaov. Kai 50 ouvavToUE Ta OIKOON A TNG OIKOYEVELAC TwV KaANEPYNSwWV TTPAYHA TTOU ONUAIVEL OTL 0 VAOG
nrtav pdlov 1810k Tnoia toug. OLtotyoypagieg eivat tou 13° kat 14° ai. pe evtunwatakn tv EvBpovn Mavayid
Bpepokpatoloa, vw emiong Statnpouvtal Ta Yneidwtd dameda tou 6 at.

10. Koiuynon tng Oeotox0v (Mépovac)

0 vaog tng Kolprnoewg tng ©€0ToKoU XTIOTNKE O€ SIaPOPETIKEG TTEPIOSOUG. To apXIKO KTiopa Xpovoloyeital
oTov 14° al. Kal n EMEKTAoN Tou €ylve TePi Tov 16° at. Ta Tpia KAitn gival agiepwpéva otov Aylo lewpyto,
otou¢ Aootdloug MéTpo Kat Mavlo kat otnv Mavayia. EKTo¢ amo TIC wpaieg TOKoYPAPIEG 0TO KEVTPIKO
Kal Bopelo KAiTog Tou akohouBouv emppoEg amd TexvoTporie; TG KwvotavtivoumoAng, amelkovi(ovtal ta
0IKOON A TNG OIKOYEVELDG TwV KaANEpynSwv. ZexwpLoTr Kal OTIdvia gival Kal n @opnTr ikova tng Mavaytdg
OdnynTpIag.

11. Ayrog Ioavvng 0 OcoAdyog (TepoxdoL)

Aiyo é€w amo o lepakdpl, otn Béon «OwTnNG», UMAPXEL O Vaog Tou Ayiou lwdavvn, évag HovoXwpPog
KEPAPOOKETOOTOC VAOG TOU 12°° 1} 13°° al. X1o povadikd KAITog apyoTtepa mpooTéONKe vApONKAG e TPOUMO.
Ortoyoypagieg Tou vaou dlatnpolvTal o€ KaAr) KAaTdoTtaon Kat xpovoloyoUuvTal otov 13° alwva.

12. Ayioo Avva (Nevg Apdor)

>V Ayia Avva UTIApxouV ot TAAALOTEPES XPovoloynpéveg BulavTivég Tolxoypagies otnv Kpriitn, Tou 1225,
EVW N (610 N KTNTOPIKI EMYPAQY) TOU TIAVAPXAIOU AUTOU VoL avaypd@el Tn xpovoloyia 1196. O vaog ival
HOVOXWPOG, PE KAUBPEG, LE a§lONOYEG TOLXOYPAPIES aYiwV Kal XPIGTOAOYIKWY OKNVWV.

13. Ayrog Oe0d®Q0c (Nevg Audo)

MIKpOG, HOVOXWPOG, KEPAUOOKETNAG VadC. O1 Tolxoypagieg Sev eival o€ TOAD KaAr KATAOTOON Kal OMWG Uag
TANPOYOPOULV Ol ETIYPAPEC, Eival Tou 1588 kat Tou 1731. To kapmavapld Tou @épel mapdoTtacn tng Mavayiag.

14. Koiunen tng Ocotoxov (TAatdvice)

Movoxwpog KAUAPOOKEMAOTOG VAAG TTOU BPIOKETAL OTO KEVTPO TOU XWPLOU KAl XPOVOAOYEITAL TIEPITTIOU OTOV
14° audva. Eival xtiopévog mavw ota gpeimia maAatdtepou vaou. O vaog gival TARPwG TOIXoYyPAPNnUEVOG Kal
pANoTa QaiveTal va €xeL TolxoyPapnBei amd aANo ayloypd@o To avaToMKO TUAUA Kal armd GANOV TO SUTIKO.
O1 Totoypagieg gival Tou 13° Kal 14°° al. JE TTo EVTUTIWOIAKEG TNV €vOpovn Mavayia otn SuTiki MAeUPd Kat
TNV AVAAnyn 6TNV QVAToNKN.

15. Ayrog I'e@yLog (Povegovedc)
O Aylog lewpytog Bpioketat otn Béon Mouptleg i Mouptd, VOTIaVATOAKA Tou xwplou. Eival povoxwpog

KOPAPOOKEMOOTOG, XTIOMEVOG OTa €PEima mMOAAIOTEPOU vaol Kal Xpovoloyeital otov 15° awwva. Ot
Tolyoypagieg SlatnpolvTal o€ KA KATAGTOON KAl EMMCNG MPOEPXOVTAL A6 TO TIPWTO UIed Tou 15 ativa.

16. Ayrog I'empyrog Ev@npoeog (Awodoviov)

Nadg Tou 13 al. Tou CUUPWVA LE EYXAPAKTN eMmypa@r} amoteholoe To KaBoAikd Movrc. O apXITEKTOVIKOG
TUMOG TOUL €ival povoxwpn BAcAIKn Kal @EPEL TTOANEG TOLKOYPAPIEC. XTn Bopela MAeUpd Tou vaoU Eexwpilel n
Toyoypagia tou Ayiou lewpyiou Mou KPATAEL TO ZiPOG,.

every area and period. Thus, besides monasteries, there are also many temples in Amari with great

mural decoration that is an expression of the evolution and the tendencies of Byzantine Cretan
painting. They are very important, not only due to their large number in contrast to other areas, but
mainly due to the architecture, the decoration and the cultural expression. The wealth and the high level
of art, infuenced by Byzantine period, were reflected impressively in many religious paintings and in the
elaborate woodcut temples that show not only the history but also the great piety of the residents.

Many of those churches mainly include important wall paintings of Cretan School of Iconography, that was an
important genre of religious iconography that was developped in the island, during the Venetian rule.

1. Asomaton (Gathering of the Angels) Monastery

The Monastery of Asomaton is located in the green valley of Amari and it is dedicated to the Gathering of
the Angels. It was built in the 2" Byzantine period in the style of a fortress. At the end of the 18" century
it was the seat of the Bishop of Lambi. Initially the catholicon (main church) was a one-aisled, arch-roofed
church; however, in the middle of the 20t century, it was transformed into a free cruciform with a cupola.
The initial building was erected on the site of an older church dating from the 14 century, which, in turn,
had been built on the site of a 10* century church destroyed by the 1303 earthquake. Monastery is made of
carved stones and bricks and it’s worth seeing the inside images of the Holy Trinity (1619) and Archangels,
paintings by Abbot Manassis. The remaining buildings of the Monastery date back to 17t century. During
the Ottoman rule the monastery was destroyed several times. In the course of the 20t century it operated

as a farm school that had as a result to alter the first shape of some buildings that are recently renovated.

Q_ rchitecture, decoration and painting of churches and monasteries reflect the characteristics of

2. Kaloeidena Monastery

Kaloeidena Monastery is now ruined and it's located in Ano Meros, in a green landsape with plane trees and
fountains, with a great view to Fourfouras. Monastery was possibly founded during 13%-14% century. During
Ottoman Empire it kept on working but was destroyed after the Revolution of 1821. The restoration of the
monastery took place some years ago, where there are still traces of its original iconography.

3. Early Byzantine Basilica at Vizari

A remarkable Early Byzantine basilica of the 3 century AD was unearthed one kilometre east of the village of
Vizari, in the district of Amari, on the site where a noteworthy town flourished during the Late Roman years. It is
one of the best preserved basilicas in Crete. It has three aisles and a narthex to the west, while the side aisles end
in arches. The sanctuary was separated from the middle aisle by a low partition with small columns. Many of the
architectural members used to be parts of a pre-Christian temple.

The Basilica of Vizari was an important centre for worship during the first Christian centuries and was the
Bishop's see of Syvritos. It is believed that it was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and to the Saints Vlassios and

Theodore. It was destroyed in the early 9" century by the Saracens.

4. Agios Antonios (St. Anthony) (Patsos)

The church is built within a rock, in the lush green of the gorge of St. Anthony. It is accessible through a well-
kept path and can be reached after a brief walk. This exceptional church contains numerous portable icons
and a wealth of votive offerings of various types.

9. Theotokou (Mother Mary) Church (Patsos)

The church is dedicated to the Nativity of Mother Mary. Although it is in ruins, its walls are still standing. It was
builtin two phases. The first one dates back to the 11 or 12t century and its extensive reconstruction to the 14"
century. The church has many murals dating from the 14th century, several of which have been transported to
St. Katherine’s Church in Herakleion; they are painted in an interesting style echoing of the Maceonian School.

6. Church of the Agia Triada (Holy Trinity) & Agios Ioannis
Theologos (St. John the Divine) (Pantanassa)

A two-aisled church; according to its inscription, it was built in 1645 by Priest Manolis Vlastos. There are special
Gothic-style doors and a domed tomb dating from 1594.

7. The Temple of Christ the Savior (Veni)

Veni dominates in the northern part of Amari valley, that is a natural hill fort where the ruined church of The
Temple or Church of Christ the Savior is located.

8. The Basilica of Syvritos (Thronos)

The ruins of this early Christian basilica were discovered in 1983. It is a three-aisled church with a wooden roof
and narthex, divided in three parts. The south aisle is from the 6th century and the east part from the 14

century. Mosaic floors are preserved in the church interior.

9. Koimisi tis Theotokou (Dormition of Mother Mary)
Church (Thronos)

This is a one-aisle, tile-roofed church of the 14% century, built on the ruins of an older Metropolitan church. The
coats of arms of the Kallergis’ family are also found in this church, which means that it probably belonged to
them. The murals dating from the 13" and 14* centuries include an impressive enthroned Madonna holding

baby Jesus. The floor mosaics date to the 6th century and they are well preserved.

10. Koimisi tis Theotokou (Dormition of Mother Mary)
Church (Meron)

The Dormition church is a three-aisled basilica built oveer three periods. The initial construct dates to the 14
century, and the extension dates back to the 16 century. The three aisles are dedicated to St. George, St. Paul
& St. Peter and Mother Mary. Besides the beautiful murals in the central and north aisle, which are influenced
by Constantinople styles, another point worth noticing is the coat of arms of the Kallergis family. There is a rare

portable icon of Mother Mary Hodegetria kept at the church.

11. Agios Ioannis o0 Theologos (St. John the Divine) (Gerakari)

A little outside Gerakari, at ‘Photis’ location, there is a Church of St. John; tis one-aisled and tile-roofed and was
built in the 12 or the 13" century. A narthex with a cupola was added to the only aisle. The murals are well-
preserved and they date back to the 13th century.

12. Agia Anna (St. Anne) (Nefs Amari)

This church has the oldest dated Byzantine murals on Crete; they were made in 1225, and the donor’s inscription
of the church bears the year 1196. It is a one-aisled church with arches and notable murals of saints and
Christological scenes.

13. Agios Theodorus (St. Theodore) (Nefs Amari)

This is a small, one-aisled, tile-roofed church, with murals dating to 1588 and 1731, not very well preserved. The
bell tower has a representation of Mother Mary.

14. Koimisi tis Theotokou (Dormition of Mother Mary) Church
(Platania)

A one-aisled, arch-roofed church, with a semi-cylindrical arch with its origins in the 14
century, built on the ruins of an older church; all its walls are fully covered in murals.
The murals date to the 13™ and 14" centuries and the mostimpressive one is the enthroned Mother Mary on the

west side and the Assumption on the east.

15. Agios Georgios (St. George) (Fourfouras)

St. George stands at the Mourtzes or Mourtza location, southeast of the village. It is a one-aisled, arch-roofed
church, built on the ruins of an older church, and it dates from the 15™ century. The murals are preserved in good
condition and originated in the first half of the 15th century.

16. Agios Georgios Xiphophoros (St. George the Sword-
bearer) (Apodoulou)

A 13* century church; According to its inscription, it was the catholicon (main church) of the monastery. It is a
one-aisled basilica with numerous murals. In the north part of the church the depiction of St. George holding a
sword stands out.



