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o x To épyo «XApavon kai MAnpogopiakd YAiké Anjpov Aupapiouv» eival evtayuévo otov Afova lMpotepalotntag 7 “Aelpopoc Avamtuén Kal
N Mowdétnta Zwng otnv Nepipépeia KpAtng” pe K.0.M. 61 «ONokAnpwuéva Zxédia yia tnv AcTIKr Kal AypoTikr) Avayévvnon» OTO TIAAIOIO TOU  we EZ"A
el TiPOYPAUHaTOG «OAOKANpwHéVa XxESIa AvanTuénc Meploxwv Yraibpou (OZAMY) ARpou Apapiou» tou E.M. KpAtnc kat Nowv Atyaiou 2007-2013. "’ 2007-2013
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Hnsploxﬁ Tou Apapiov amo v Mivwikn Adn mepiodo
unnp&e n QUOIKN €€060¢ Kal To MEPAoUA am’ Ta voTia
mapdAia ¢ Kpntng kat tnv vgopn mediada tne Meooapdg
TIPOG TIG BOPELEC Kal SUTIKEG TTEPLOKEC TOU VN OLOU.

YTnv gupUTEPN TIEPLOXT TOu Arjpou Apapiou, SlamotwvovTal
ixvn ouvexolc avBpwmvng &paotnplotntag amd v
NeoABkry emoxn) (6000 my). Evpripata autrig tng meplddou
avakaAU@OnKav o€ SIAPOPEG AVATKAPEG TTOU XPOVOAOyoUVTal
amé 1o 1931.

Already from the Minoan period, Amari area was the
natural exit and the passage from the South coasts
of Crete and the fertile Messara plain to the North and West
areas of the island.

Traces of constant human activity, dating back to the neolithic
era (6000 BC) are discovered at the wider area of Amari valley.
Findings of that period were revealed in various diggings
dated back to 1931.

he largest built-up areas of mainly the Archaic period are

located around the Amari valley on the top of the hills. In this
way, they also create the roots of the folk and traditional culture
which exists till today.

0 PEYOAUTEPA OIKIOTIKA KEVTPA KUPIwG TNG apxaikng mepLodou

Bpiokovtal XwpoBeTnuéva o KOPUPEG AOPWV TIEPILETPIKA TNG &
KotAadag Tou Apapiou. Ot yvwoTég apyaieg MOAEIG AUTAG TNG TIEPIOSOU S
xapaxtnpifovtal anmod TIC oxupéG BECEIC OTIC OMOIEC OlkoSopoUvTal el
SNUIoVPYWVTAG TAUTOXPOVA KAl TIG PifeG Tou AdiikoU Kal Tapadoaotakol
TIONITIOHOU TTOU EMBIWVEL LEXPL TIG NUEPEG AG.

In a focal point of the northern part of Amari valley, there is Veni, a
natural hill fort. Archaeological remains as well as the ruined church
of Christ the Savor, dated from the Late Minoan and Venetian
period, are maintened on its flat top. The discovery of new findings
- from the limited research excavations which have taken place until
today, shows the importance of this ancient settlement that has
not been identified with any town. It's possible that this settlement
used to be part of the territory of ancient Sybritos, whose remains
are found in the nearby villages of Agia Foteini and Thronos.
Besides, Veni is located in the middle of the route of Sybritos to the
Cave of Kranaios Ermis in Patsos, which is also considered to pe
part of its territory. In the Gorge of St. Antonios, there is the Cave of
Kranaios Ermis, where also the Church of St. Antonios is.

370 Bopelo Tupa TG Kothadag Tou Apapiou, o€ éva kKouPIko onueio, §
Seomolel To Bévi, €va @uOIKO oxupd UYwa.ETnV eminedn Tou kopuer k
Slatnpolvtal apyatoloyikd Agipava mou XpovoAoyoluvTtal amd Toug
UOTEPOUIVWIKOUG £WG TOUG EVETIKOUG XPOVOUG, OTOUG OTTOIOUG OVAKEL
Kal N pemwpévn ekkAnoia Tou Zwtrpog Xplotou. Ta euprpata ov
NeEdav oto Qw¢ amd TIC TEPIOPIOHUEVEG UEXPL ONUEQA AVOOKAPIKES
€peuvec umoypaupilouv Ty omoudaldtnTa Tou apxaiou auTou
OIKIOMOU TTOU SeV EXEL TAUTIOTEL e Kammola TTOAN. EivaimBavo, 0 olKIopog

QUTOC VO AVAKE 0TV EMKPATELD TNG apxaiag ZuPpitou, Ta Aeihava g F {
omoiag evtomiovTal oTa YemoviKa xwpld Ayia Owtevi kat ©pdvog.
ANwoTe 1o Bévi Bpioketal oTo péoov e Sladpoung amo n ZuBpito
oto 1Epd Kpavaiou Eppou oty Matoo, mou emiong Bewpeital 0TI aVAKE |
otnv emkpdtela TG O XWPOog Tou lEpoV Tou Epur) oto @apdyyt TnG
Matoou katoAdpPBave T PEAXOOKENT), UECA OTNV OTToid Eival XTIOUEVO |
TO EKKANOAKI Tou Ayiou AvTwviou, aMNG Kalt TNV TAQYLA HEXQL TNV TINYN.

Ancient worship had been uninterrupted for at least 25 centuries,
since Minoan times until the end of Roman era (2000 BC-4t"
. century AD). There is a dedicatory inscription of the 1%t century BC
- to Hermes in the Cave of Cranaios Ermis, whom they were invoking
for the fertility of Earth and animals.

Hermes’ worship was very widespread in Crete where as during
Roman era, Pan, popular in farmers too, was also worshiped.
Moreover, the excavations which take place, reveal the location
almost intact and the rocks in their natural shape. We can observe
that the largest number of findings are jars, idols, sculptures and
some objects of daily life, not to mention that the most active
centuries of the sanctury seem to be around the 10" until the 7t
-6t century BC.

" The most important archaeological places of Amari valley, where
.| constant excavations have taken place, are the ancient Sybritos,
the antiquities of Monastiraki and the Minoan Settlement of
Apodoulou.

H apyaia Aatpeia ritav adIGeuTtn yia 25 alwveg TOUAAXIOTOV, amod Ta
MIVWIKA Xpovia £w¢ To TEAOG TG pwiaiokpatiag (2000 mX. - 4° aiwva
UX.). AvaBnuaTIKy mypagn Tou 1 ainva mX. £l amoSWOoel TO 1EPd -
otov Epuny Kpavaio, Tov omoio emkaAouvTav yia Tn YoVIHOTNTA TNG YNG
Kl Twv {Wwv.

H Aatpeia Tou Epuny Atav oAy SiadeSopévn oty KpAt. Katd v ¢
nepiodo TG pwualokpartiag Aatpevetat kat o Mav, emiong Snuo@rg
0ToUG aypoteC. Ot avaokagég mou Sie€ayovtatl amd v KE' Egopeia -
ApPXAOTITWV ATTOKAAUTITOUV TO XWPO OXESOV AVETTAPO LIE TOUG BPAXOUG
0TN QUOIKN TOUG pop®r). O HeYaAUTEPOG APIBUOC TWV EUPNUATWY Eival  §
Ta ayyeia, moAudpiBua opwc ival Kat Ta €idwAa, YAurtd kat Siagopa
avTiKeipeva TG kaBnuepvrg {wrc.OL TIIo aKUaiol aWVES ToU 100 amd
Ta péxpl Twpa dedopéva gaivetal va rtav amo to 10° péxpl tov 7° — 6°
QWA TIEPITIOU.

O1ONUAVTIKSTEPOL APXAIOAOYIKO{ XWPOI TOU SHLIOU GTOUC OTOI0UGEXOLV s Archaeolo g ical site of SYb ritos
YIVEL CUCTNUATIKEG AVAOKAPEG €ival n apyaia ZUBPITOG, Ol aPXAOTNTEG

70U MoVaOTNPaKIOU Kall O HIVWIKGC OIKIOHAC 0T0 AToSoUNOU. Sybritos used to be one of the most ancient and important towns

of West Crete, located in the fertile valley of Amari. Its residential
centre is situated in the hill of Kefala, in the Southwest foothills of
Ida, being able to control from there the access from the Northern
coast of the island and the nearby town Eleutherna towards the
important sites of Phaistos and Gortyna in the South. The oldest
evidence of the town dates back to the Late Minoan years, when
there is an extensive settlement at the top of Kefala. In this
settlement some dug holes were found at the natural limestone,
full of pottery and bones related to ritual practices. The city’s life
went on in the same location during the Dark Ages, the Archaic
and Classical Period. However it flourishes in the Hellenistic
Period, when a preserved wall was built, remains of whom are still
maintened. In that period, it becomes a part of the wider Hellenistic
! world, keeping relationships with Asia, as it was identified by
some consular inscriptions, found in Thronos. Sybritos reached the
| apogee of its sprawl in Roman Times. By crossing a cobbled street
you would meet the public buildings that were located in the
top of the hill. In fact, the leg of an oversized brass statue which
decorated a public building was discovered in the recent greek-
italian excavation while houses of that period were revealed in the
modern settlement of Agia Fotini by rescue excavations.

A)ooAoYLx0G X®E0G XvBEITOV

H X0Bprtog ummpée pia amd TiG apXaldTePEG Kal ONUOVTIKOTEPES
nOAelG NG Autikrig Kprtng, Ue TNV EMKPATELN TNG VA EKTEIVETAL OTNV
€0@opnN Kothada Tou Apapiou. To OIKIOTIKO TG KEVTPO evTomi(eTal 0To
Moo ¢ Kepdhag, otic NoTioduTikéG unpeleg TG 16ng, o€ Béon mou
eNEYXEL TNV TPSOaon amod T BOPELA aKTH) TOU VNOIOU KAl TN YEITOVIKH
oA ¢ EAevBepvag, mpog Ta onpavtikd kevipa e Daiotou Kat g
G loptuvag ota votia. Ot MONOTEPEG OPXALONOYIKEG LOPTUPIEG
yla v méAn avdyovtal otnv YMIIT mepiodo. Tnv emoxry aut otnv
Kopr g Kepdhag Aettoupyel évag eKTeTapévog OIKIOHOG. I81aitepo
XOPOKTNPIOTIKO TOU Eival Ol amoppIUpaTikoi Adkkol mou Bpébnkav
OKOMPEVOL OTO QUOIKO a0BE0TONBO, YEUATOL e KEPAMIKT KAl 00TA Kal ;
TIoU OxeTICoVTal LE TENETOUPYIKEG TTPOKTIKEG. H TOAN cuveyilel Tn (w3
NG otV idla B€on KaTA TOUG OKOTEIVOUG XPAVOUG OTIWG KAl KATA TNV
apxaikr Kai tnv KAaolkr mepiodo, evw akpAlel ota ENANVIOTIKA XPOVIA.
YtV eENNVIOTIKN TiEPind0 oxupwVETal PE TElXOG, Agihava Tou omoiou
owlovtal akoépn. Tnv emoxry autr omoTeNel YEPOG TOU EUPUTEPOU
EMNVIOTIKOU KOOUOU SlaTnpwvTag OxEoelG Aaiag, Omwe HapTupouV
ol TIPOEEVIKEC EMYPaPEC TIou Bpébnkav oto Opdvo. ITa pwaikd
xpovia yvwpilel ™ peyohutepn e€Amwon TG XtV KOpuer Tou
Aopou @aivetal 6Tt BpiokovTav Ta SnUdcta KTipla oTa omoia 0dnyouoe
NBooTpwTog SpopoG. MANioTta n mPdo@atn ENNVOITOAIKY avaokaer &
£€PePE 0TO PWC TO OO UTTEPEYEDOUE XANKIVOU YEAATOG TTOU OTOMCE
Snuéoto Ktiopa. MapdAnAa CwWOTIKEC AVACKAPEC ATOKAAUYAV OTITIC
NG MePLGS0L 0TO GUYYPOVO OIKIGHS TNG Ay. DWTEIVAG.

ITAYPOL 1 KOYTEAIAAKHE
1869~ 1950

Archaeological site of
Monastiraki

There is a 300-acre minoan palace of the Old Palace Phase
(2000-1700 BC) in Monasstiraki village, at position Kokkinos
Charakas. A part of the palace center has been excavated and
some warehouses, residential places,ceremonial locations, official
apartments and also elements of urban planning and coordinated
central administration have been discovered. In total, 150 rooms
have been revealed. There are some visible and huge supporting
walls in the location, while there are many mobile findings in
the Museum of Rethymno. Also, the findings include some thin
camaraic vessels,much of them imported from Faistos, and a large
! number of jars that were used to store the seasonal products
such as olive oil, wine, cereals and legumes. Impressions of seals
on pieces of clay, used to seal stoppers of vessels, bags, chests
and also doors of rooms. By studying these seals, we are able to
learn about the administrative system, the economy and the
organisation of this ancient society. Besides agriculture, livestock
was really developped as herds of sheep and goats, pigs and cattle
used to be an essential part of economy.

H KOINOTHTA TEPAKAPI
TIMHE  ENEKEN

A oLoAOYLXOG XWEOG
MovacTtneoxiov

>tn Béon Kokkivog Xdpakag oto Xwpld MovaoTtnpdkl, UTAPKEL
MIVWIKO aVAKTOPO TAAAIOAVOKTOPIKAG €moxrig (2000 -1700 m.X). To
avAaKTopo €xel éktaon mepimou 300 oTpeppdtwy. Exel avoaokagei
TUMA Tou TUPrva TOU OVOKTOPOU Kal €xouv Bpebei amoBnkeuTikoi
XWPOL, XWPOL KATOIKIOE, TENETOUPYIWY, Emionua Slapepiopata, KaBwg
Kal OToIXEid TOAEOSOMIAG Kal OUYKPOTNUEVNG KEVTPIKAG Sloiknong.
‘Exouv avaokagei mepimov 150 Swudtia. 1o Xwpo eival opatoi
TIEAWPIOl OVAANUUATIKOD Toixol Kat Ta dagbova Kivntd gupruata
Bpiokovtal oto Mouceio PeBupvou. Exel Bpedei peydhog aplBudc
mibwy, 6mou amobnkevovTav Ta MPoidvta NG €MoXAG AddL, Kpaoi,
Snuntplakd, éompla. Emiong Aemtd kapopaikd ayyeia, moANA amo
autd elcaypéva amd tn Galotd. Iepayiopata, SnAadh amotunwpata
oPPaYidwv TAVWw Ot KOUUATIO TINAOU, €KAEIVAV TIWUOTA QYYEiwy,
KaBWg Katl 0AKoUG, KAOENEG Kal BUpeC dwpaTtiwv. Me TNV YeNéTn Twv
OPPAYIOUATWY aUTWV yVwpPiloupe To SIOIKNTIKO 0UOTNA, OIKOVOuia
Kal 0pyavwon g apxaiag auvtng kowvwviag. EKTog amod tn yewpyia, n
KTnvotpogia Atav 18laitepa avemtuyuévn. Komdadia aiyompofdatwy,
Xoipwv kal Booglbwv amoteAoloavV ONUAVTIKO TURLA TNG olkovopiag. H
TIAPOUOIa ENAPIWY, OKUAWV KAl IMTTTOEIS WV CUUMANPWVEL TNV EIKOVA TOU
apxatomepIBANoVTOE Tou avaktdpou. To avdktopo oto MovaoTtnpdkl
KATAOTPAPNKE ATTO I0XUPO CEIOHUO KAl TTUpKAyLd YOpw oto 1700 mm.X.

Finally, the ancient environment of the palace was completed by
the presence of deers, dogs and equidae. The palace of Monastiraki
was destroyed by a huge earthquake and fire around 1700 BC.

Archaeological site of
Apodoulou

The excavations of the last years revealed a very important minoan
installation dating to the period of the first palaces (19" century
BC-1600BC), very close to the modern village Apodoulou in the
southern area of Amari area. The site is located in the middle of
the natural route from Phaistos to Monastiraki, thus the settlement
of Apodoulou seemed to operate as a stopover between the two
major palatial centres of the region. Clear traces of fire upon the
ruins suggest what caused the destruction of the settlement, at
exactly the same period when both its neighboring centers were
destroyed. However life at Apodoulou and Phaistos continued
into the New Palace period. Excavations have revealed jars in
some warehouses, that are a part of a united complex, probably
the house of a local lord. The settlement of the New Palace
period that was discovered in the 1930s, is situated in the top
of the same hill. Moreover, a lot of circular vaulted tombs of the
Postpalatial period with shrines, vessels and some jewelry, have
been excavated in various locations close to the village.

AQ)ooAOYL%0C XMEOG ATTOOOVAOV

O1 avaoKaEg Twv TENEUTAIWY XPOVWVY £Pepav 0To Ywg Mia dlaitepa
ONMAVTIKY MIVWIKY EYKATACTAON, TNG TAAAIOAVAKTOPIKNG TIEPIOSOU
(19°aL.m.X. - 1600 7.X.) KOVTA 0TO ONUEPIVO XWPL0 ATTOSOUAOU, GTO VOTIO
TUAMATNGTTEPLOXNG TOU Apapiou. O xwpod BpiokeTal Mavw oTo «Spduo»
TIOU €VWVE TO AVAKTOPO TNE DalOTOU LIE TO PEYANO TTAAAIOAVOKTOPIKO
KEVTPO Tou MovaoTnpakiou Kat PAANov Aertoupynoe we evOIAUETOG
otabuadc, H eykatdotaon kataotpdgnke amd loxupn mupkayid, v ida
TIEPIOS0 HUE TNV KATAOTPOPH TWV YEITOVIKWV TG KEVTPWV. MapdAa autd,
N (wnj oto AmodouAou Kat 0Tn DaloTO CUVEXIOTNKE KAl 0T VEOAVAKTOPIKI £Mmoxry. Ot
QVOOKOPEG £XOUV AMOKOANUPEL AmOBRKES e TTOANG TOAPIA, TTOU AMOTEAOUV TUR A
£VIQIOVU OUYKPOTHUATOG, (0WG TNG KATOIKIAG TOU TOTIIKOU GPXOVTA. XTNV KOPU®H
ToU (610U AOPOU BPIOKETAL KAl O VEOAVAKTOPIKAG OIKIOHOG TTOU EVIOTOTNKE OTN
Sekaetia Tou 1930. Emiong, o€ Si1apopeg OECEIC KOVTA OTO XWPLO £XOUV EVIOTIOTEL
KOl OVAOKOQEI APKETOl KUKAIKOI BOAWTOI TAPOL HETAVOKTOPIKWY XPOVWY LE
Aapvakeg, ayyeia kat Sidpopa koopnuata. Katd tnv pakpd mepiodo twv 16 mepimou
QALWVWV TTOU AKOAOUBEL TV TTTWwon Tou Pwaikol KpAToug amo Tov 3° alwva JEXPL KAl ToV
19° awva, n evéoxwpa TS Kpritng Kat 1d1aitepa ol 0peIveC TEPIOXEC, YivovTal 0 (WTIKOG
XWPOG OTTOU AvVaITTUCOETA Kalt PL{WVEL 0 AAIKOG KPNTIKOG TTONTIOUAG, UE TNV LOP@I KALTIC
EKPPAOELG TIOL TOV YVWPI{OUKE ONpEPQ.

During the long period of about 16 centuries after the fall of
Roman Empire (319" century), the mainland of Crete and
especially the mountainous areas became the vital place
where the Cretan Folk civilization was developed and
put down its roots with the shape and the expressions
that we know it nowadays. The historical periods of the
first and second Byzantine period, of the Arab conquest
and Venetocracy don't seem to affect the location of the
small and big settlements that were developed in the
mountain and hill slopes around the Amari valley.

O1 1otopikég mepiodol ™G mPWTNG Pulavtiviig mepLodou, TG apafiKAg KATAKTNONG
Tou vnoloy, g Seutepng Bulavtivig mepiddou katl TG Pevetokpariag Sev @aivovtal va
emnpedlouv TV XwpPoBETNON TWV UIKPWV KAl HEYGAWV OIKICUWY TTOU aVamTUoooVTal OTIG
TIAQYIEG TV AOPWV Kall TwV Bouviv yupw amo Tnv Kotdada Tou Apapiou.



